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FTI STRIKE: Day 95 


Himanshu Shekhar has now been on his hunger strike for more than 102 hours now. It is 
outright incredible that the ministry still hasn’t at the very least expressed their concern about 
his or the other students who have been on a hunger strike since the 10 of September, some of 
them having even been hospitalized. We feel this apathy is representative of the kind of apathy 
the students and stakeholders of the FTII have been dealing with from the I and B ministry not 
only since the beginning of this strike, but even from before this timeline. 


Today, Himanshu spoke briefly to the media, with his dwindling energy and reiterated the 
concern that the ministry has still not officially responded to this most urgent and detrimental 
action that students have been cornered into. He urged the Hon. Minister of State to visit the 
campus and intervene and resolve this crisis immediately, and that proactive measures must be 
taken by the ministry to resolve this strike. 


Alok Arora’s mother, Sunita Arora was also present in the press conference today. She spoke 
about the negligence of the ministry towards this institute and reiterated that the systemic 
administrative failings of the institute cannot possibly be blamed on the students. She talked 
about how classes weren't held for weeks at a time and the lack of faculty and how it had 
impacted her son’s acting course at the institute and delayed what should be a 2 year course by 
more than a year. She asked who was accountable for the administrative failings and how it 
could possibly be pinned on the students. 


The students have been immensely disheartened at the lack of engagement and proactive 
measures by their own ministry and government to resolve the issues at hand, and clearly feel 
that they cannot shirk their responsibilities now, especially that students’ lives are now at stake. 


We sincerely hope that the media and the citizens of this country will hold them accountable to 
immediately initiate a series of reforms towards this institute, which can only begin with having 
a dialogue with the students with an open mind and genuinely understanding their concerns. 
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